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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL REPORT

The Committee presents this report and the financial statements of the Society for the year
ended 30 June 2019, in accordance with the Charities Act 2011.
Establishment and objects
The Society is established as a registered charity under No. 278894. Its objects are to
promote, improve, develop and maintain education in and appreciation of the art and science
of music and in particular of choral music.
The Trustees have given due consideration to the Charity Commission’s published guidance
on the Public Benefit requirement under the Charities Act 2011. The main activities
undertaken to further the Society’s purposes for the public benefit in the period were the
promotion and performance of choral music as described in the review of developments,
activities and achievements section.
Structure, governance and management
The Society is governed by its constitution adopted on 10 October 1979, revised on 6 October
2010 and is managed by an Executive Committee consisting of elected Officers and other
members. The Officers are elected annually by ballot at the Annual General Meeting. The
Committee meets regularly during the concert season.
The Officers during the year under review were as follows:
President
Chairman
Treasurer
Secretary
Committee
Committee
Committee
Committee
Committee

Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

: Gordon Kuphal
: Peter Bartlett (Trustee)*
: Jane Askew (Trustee)*
: Judy Hutchings (Trustee)*
: Nigel Humphreys (Trustee)*
: Lindsay Wilson (Trustee)*
: Caroline Faiers
: Jonathan Palmer
: Mary Davidson

* denotes Trustee in post at the balance sheet date.
The address for correspondence of the Charity is care of the Secretary at Moorings, East
Road, East Mersea, Colchester, C05 8UN.
Advisers
The Society banks with Lloyds Banking Group Pic. Tim O’Connor FCCA ACA, of Scrutton
Bland LLP, acts as independent examiner under the Charities Act.
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL REPORT - (continued)

Review of developments, activities and achievements
I would like to begin my Annual Review with a couple of short observations.
Firstly, you will be pleased to know that I do actually have the Report with me this year and
will not be making it up as we go along. More importantly though, I would like to say how
honoured I am and what a privilege it is to be Chairman of Colchester Choral Society.
This is the 76th season for the Society and I believe it has been a most successful year.
Having worked so hard in June 2018 to record Images of Peace, commissioned by the Society
from Alan Bullard, it was a joy to then give the inaugural performance at our November
Concert. To take part in a World Premiere is something which we can all be proud of, and not
likely to repeat too often in our lifetimes. As well as giving a wonderful performance on the
day, with Alan describing the performance as having “verve, colour & pace - very exciting”,
you will have seen in the accounts that sales of the CD have also made a very useful
contribution to our accounts. Of equal interest I’m sure to many members though is the
opportunity to listen to the Choir which we are unable to do most of the time. In addition to
Images of Peace, to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the ending of the First World
War, we also performed the sad and disturbingly melancholic Dona Nobis Pacem and the
more uplifting and hopeful Benedicite, both by Vaughan Williams.
Our Moot Hall Concert was again a great success, one where I always feel inspired by the
simple joy of the children, and note, their ability to perform without music, thus enabling them
to look at their conductor!
It was also pleasing that unlike the previous year, neither of these two concerts was affected
by inclement weather, which helped maintain the audience numbers.
March saw the choir take on the massive choral work that is Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius. This
epic and demanding piece was performed with considerable enthusiasm and skill resulting in
many fine compliments from our soloists and professional musicians, described variously as
“uplifting, compelling & very satisfying, with the Demons’ Chorus being particularly convincing
and a special thanks to the semi-chorus”. Ian’s words.
As we moved towards the end of the Choir’s year we decided to try a different approach to the
June Concert, one that would in some ways combine the final concert with an end of year
celebration, rather than previously ending the year with a BBQ.
To that end Ian chose a lighter concert, as is traditional, for our Summer Serenade, with music
from Purcell’s King Arthur, with light accompaniment from Peter Holman and a few
instrumentalists. This was combined with a buffet enabling a more relaxed informal
atmosphere to be achieved in the very elegant assembly Rooms at Dedham and a very good
end to our year. Special mention goes to all the choir members who stepped out of their
comfort zones to take on the many solos - some doing so for the first time. It was a wonderful
evening of enjoyable music making.
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL REPORT - (continued)

Review of developments, activities and achievements (continued)
As well as our major concerts much effort is made by the members of the choir to maintain
our financial health, which cannot be achieved simply by our audiences and subscriptions. I
would therefore like to express my thanks on behalf of the Society for all the fund raising efforts
made by so many members - these have included Wine Tasting, the Quiz, many raffles,
donations, work by the Friends, our Corporate sponsors and so many people who give up their
time to make this Society the success that it is.
There are so many of you that contribute so much that naming all of you will be difficult and
I’m likely to forget some I shouldn’t: but I would like to thank Ian for his persistent inspiring
cajoling leadership, for the work by the committee to keep everything in order, especially Judy
& our Treasurer Jane: to Angela, to Mike, who for years has provide his skills at the BBQ &
Louise for hosting, and looking after the staging.
And finally I would like to just pause for a moment and consider how fortunate we are to be
sharing the legacy which has been passed down to us. Colchester Choral Society has
continued to be strong, successful and of a high quality in part due to the efforts of those that
have gone before us. Every year we lose some members: they retire, they move away, or
sadly they are no longer with us, and we think particularly about Mary who we lost last year.
Now we look forward to the new season with Durufle’s Requiem & Bernstein’s Chichester
Psalms in the Autumn, and the wonderful Creation by Haydn in the Spring.
I am proud to be part of this choir and I would sincerely like to express my personal thanks
and those of the Committee to all of you who with commitment, dedication and musical ability
perform to such a very high standard at every concert, and maintain the excellent reputation
of the Society.
Financial review
The Society’s income from concert activities was £9,729 (2018: £6,486). This is inclusive of
£1,842 generous donations towards two of our concerts in the year. We are incredibly grateful
to the Vaughan Williams Charitable Trust, the RVW Trust and the members and supporters of
the choir for providing these donations. The increase in 2019 is due in part due to there being
no concert in June 2018, with the Society instead creating a CD recording which has been
sold to raise funds during 2019.
The cost of concert activities was £19,402 (2018: £24,461), leading to a deficit on concert
activities of £9,673 (2018: deficit of £17,975). The 2018 concert deficit was significant due to
exceptional expenditure of £10,000 on both commissioning Images of Peace (by Allan Bullard)
and recording the Society’s first CD. The Society received a very generous legacy of £10,000
during the 2017 financial year and this legacy was used to fund the commission and recording.
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL REPORT - (continued)

Financial review (continued)
The Society raised general income of £15,403 from subscriptions, donations, fundraising and
other income (2018: £14,909). General income in 2019 includes the income from sale of our
recording, Images of Peace, which has raised £1,481 to date. The Society’s income from
donations and general fundraising raised £3,586 in 2019 (2018: £4,679). The Society is
grateful to all those who supported them during 2019. General costs of running the Society
were £3,599 (2018: £3,482). Total net income for the period was £2,131 (2018: net deficit of
£6,548).
Reserves policy
The society aims to maintain the accumulated fund at a minimum balance of £5,000. This
level of reserves, in conjunction with the Society's insurance policy, would ensure that the
Society could cover any concert abandonment costs should the need arise.
Following the income generated from recording sales and a successful year of fundraising and
cost control, closing reserves at 30 June 2019 were £11,228, which is comfortably above the
minimum required reserves balance of £5,000.
Financial statements
The statutory financial statements of the Society are attached. They comprise a Statement of
Financial Activities, setting out the incoming and expenditure for the year, both from concert
activities and from the Society’s general activities. This analysis shows how dependent the
Society is on the efforts of its members in providing funds to finance the deficit which invariably
arises in mounting concerts. The financial statements conclude with a Balance Sheet
summarising the Society’s financial position.
Signed on behalf of the Committee

Mr Peter Bartlett
Chairman
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS’ REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF
COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY

I report to the trustees on my examination of the financial statements of Colchester Choral
Society (‘the charity’) for the year ended 30 June 2019 which comprise the Statement of
Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet and related notes
This report is made solely to the charity’s trustees, as a body, in accordance with section 145
of the Charities Act 2011. My work has been undertaken so that I might state to the charity’s
trustees those matters I am required to state to them in this report and for no other purpose.
To the fullest extent permitted by law, I do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other
than the charity and the charity’s trustees as a body, for my work, for this report, or for the
opinions I have formed.
Responsibilities and basis of report
As the trustees of the charity you are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements
in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).
I report in respect of my examination of the charity’s financial statements carried out under
section 145 of the Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable
Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.
An independent examination does not involve gathering all the evidence that would be
required in an audit and consequently does not cover all the matters that an auditor considers
in giving their opinion on the financial statements. The planning and conduct of an audit goes
beyond the limited assurance that an independent examination can provide. Consequently I
express no opinion as to whether the financial statements present a ‘true and fair’ view and
my report is limited to those specific matters set out in the independent examiner’s statement.
Independent examiner’s statement
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my
attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material
respect:
> accounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 130
of the Act; or
> the financial statements do not accord with those records; or
> the financial statements do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning
the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports)
Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair
view which is not a matter considered as part of an independent examination.
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination
to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of
the financial statements to be reached.

TIM O’CONNOR FCCA ACA DChA
SCRUTTON BLAND LLP
820 THE CRESCENT
COLCHESTER BUSINESS PARK
COLCHESTER
C049YQ

Hbh
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2019
2019
Unrestricted
£

2019
Restricted
£

2019
Total
£

2018
Total
£

Concert activities
Income :
Ticket and programme sales
Concert donations

7,887
-

1,842

7,887
1,842

6,486
-

Total Concert income

7,887

1,842

9,729

6,486

9,333
4,200
1,834
665

1,842

-

11,175
4,200
1,834
665

6,110
4,450
1,982
495

230

-

230

181

1,029
(277)
546

-

1,029
(277)
546

786
10,000
457

1,842

19,402

24,461

Expenditure :
Orchestral fees
Fees of artistes
Venue hire
Stage and instrument hire and transport
Purchase of music & scores, less sales
and hire
Printing of tickets, posters and
programmes
Music commission and recording fees*
Advertising and other concert expenses
Total concert expenditure

17,560

-

Total deficit on concert activities

£(9,673)

£-

£(9,673)

£(17,975)

General activities
Income :
Subscriptions
CD Sales
Taxation recovered
Contributions by Corporate Patrons
Donations
Fundraising
Folder deposits and other receipts

7,380
1,481
1,297
840
591
2,995
819

-

7,915

-

7,380
1,481
1,297
840
591
2,995
819

1,427
840
1,590
3,089
48

15,403

-

15,403

14,909

Expenditure :
Rehearsal fees
Rehearsal venue hire
Making Music subscription and insurance
Printing, postage and other general costs

1,800
1,275
407
117

-

1,800
1,275
407
117

1,800
1,200
392
90

Total concert expenditure

3,599

-

3,599

3,482

£11,804

£-

£11,804

£11,427

Surplus on general activities
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES - (continued)
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2019

2019
Unrestricted
£

2019
Restricted
£

2019
Total
£

2018
Total
£

Total income

23,290

1,842

25,132

21,395

Total expenditure

21,159

1,842

23,001

27,943

Net income/(deficit) for the year

£2,131

£-

£2,131

£(6,548)

Funds brought forward at 1 July

9,097

-

9,097

15,645

£11,228

£-

£11,228

£9,097

Funds carried forward at 30 June

*ln 2018, £10,000 music commissioning and recording fee costs were set against brought
forward designated funds of £10,000.
Total restricted income and expenditure for 2018 was £nil.
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 30 JUNE 2019

Note

2019
£

2018
£

2
5

3,174
10,860

2,380
12,517

14,034

14,897

2,806

5,800

£11,228

£9,097

11,228

9,097

£11,228

£9,097

Current assets
Prepayments and accrued income
Cash at bank and in hand
Total current assets
Deduct liabilities:
Accruals and deferred income

3

Net assets
Representing:
Unrestricted funds
General fund
Accumulated fund at 30 June

Approved by the Committee on

2. Ocbobcr'

PPeter Bartlett

- Chairman

Judy Hutchings -

Secretary
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and signed on its behalf by:

COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2019
1.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Statement of
Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK
and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) issued on 16 July 2014 and the Financial Reporting
Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the
Charities Act 2011 and UK Generally Accepted Practice as it applies from 1 January
2015.
The financial statements have been prepared to give a ‘true and fair’ view and have
departed from the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the
extent required to provide a 'true and fair view’. This departure has involved following
Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their accounts in accordance with
the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS
102) issued on 16 July 2014 rather than the Accounting and Reporting by Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice effective from 1 April 2005 which has since
been withdrawn.
Colchester Choral Society meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS
102. Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value
unless otherwise stated in the relevant accounting policy note(s).
Funds

At the year end all the charity's funds are all unrestricted. The society aims to maintain
the accumulated fund at a minimum balance of £5,000. This level of reserves, in
conjunction with the Society's insurance policy, would ensure that the Society could
cover any concert abandonment costs should the need arise.
Designated reserves
The Charity received a very generous legacy of £10,000 during the 2017 financial year.
These were designated in the accounts to show the charity's intention to use the
majority of these funds during the 2018 financial year to commission and record a new
piece of music composed for the charity.
The cost of the recording in 2018 totalled £10,000 and the funds were fully spent during
2018.
Restricted reserves
Restricted income relates to donations provided towards specific purposes. A
breakdown of restricted donations received during the 2019 financial year is provided
in note 6. These donations were fully expended during the year.
No restricted donations were received during the 2018 financial year.
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2019

1.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED)
Income

All income is accounted for when there is evidence of entitlement, the income is
measureable and receipt is probable. Fundraising income is shown in the Statement
of Financial Activities net of related costs.
Expenditure

All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under
headings that aggregate all costs related to the category.
Financial instruments

The charitable company only has financial assets and financial liabilities of a kind that
Basic financial instruments are initially
qualify as basic financial instruments.
recognised at transaction value and subsequently measured at their settlement value.
Debtors

Debtors are recognised at the settlement amount due. Prepayments are valued at the
amount prepaid net of any trade discounts due.
Cash at bank and in hand

Cash at bank and cash in hand includes cash and short term highly liquid investments
with a short maturity of three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of
the deposit or similar account.
Creditors and provisions

Creditors and provisions are recognised where the charity has a present obligation
resulting from a past event that will probably result in the transfer of funds to a third
party and the amount due to settle the obligation can be measured or estimated
reliably. Creditors and provisions are normally recognised at their settlement amount
after allowing for any trade discounts due.
Preparation of the accounts on a going concern basis

The trustees consider there are no material uncertainties about the Charity’s ability to
continue as a going concern. The review of our financial position, reserves levels and
future plans gives Trustees confidence the charity remains a going concern for the
foreseeable future.
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2019
2.

DEBTORS AND PREPAYMENTS

Accrued income
Prepayments

2019
£

2018
£

2,822

2,126

352

254

£3,174

£2,380

There has been an increase in debtors of £794. Accrued income for gift aid due on
charitable income in 2019 was £1,297 (2018: £1,181) and at 30 June 2019 there were
debtors for subscriptions and invoiced sponsorship of £1,275 (2018: £955).
CREDITORS AND ACCRUALS

Accruals
Deferred income (note 4)

2019
£

2018
£

2,806

5,542
258

£2,806

£5,800

There has been a reduction in creditors and accruals of £2,994. This reduction is
largely due to 2018 accruals including £2,526 for recording fees (2019: £nil). The main
other component of accruals at 30 June in both financial years is an accrual for hire of
rehearsal space of £1,200.
ANALYSIS OF DEFERRED INCOME

At 1 July
Released in the year
Deferred in the year
At 30 June

2019
£

2018
£

258

303

(258)

(303)
258

£-

£258

Deferred income relates to income for social events collected in advance.
5.

CASH
There has been a reduction in cash of £1,657. This has arisen largely due to the
increase in debtors and reduction in accruals, as explained in notes 2 and 3.
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COLCHESTER CHORAL SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2019

6.

RESTRICTED FUNDS
At 1
July
2018
£
November 2018: Vaughan Williams
Dona Nobis Pacem & Alan Bullard's
Images of Peace
March 2019: Elgar's Dream of Gerontius

Total

Income
£
750

(750)

-

1,092

(1,092)

”

£1,842

£(1,842)

£-

-

£-

Expenditure
£

At 30
June
2019
£

The charity received donations of £500 from the RVW Trust and £250 from the
Vaughan Williams Charitable Trust towards the costs of its concert in November 2018.
The charity received donations of £1,092 towards the costs of its concert in March
2019.
7.

OFFICERS AND RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS
No emoluments were payable to any trustees (2018: none).
reimbursed to Trustees in the period (2018: £nil).

No expenses were

At the year end an amount of £800 (2018: £800) was owed to a Trustee.
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